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    Did you hear about ―Jomo‖?  

Jomo, the Cincinnati Zoo & Bo-

tanical Garden’s 19 year-old sil-

verback, western lowland gorilla 

recently got a heart checkup as 

part of a preventative study.  You 

read correctly—a heart checkup. 

The doctors even made a house 

call! That’s right…no waiting in 

the reception area for Jomo!  A 

team of human cardiologists and 

technicians from The Christ Hos-

pital, and corporate partners from 

Toshiba, made the house call to 

the Cincinnati Zoo’s Gorilla 

World exhibit to perform an 

awake cardiac ultrasound (also 

known as an echocardiogram or 

an echo) on Jomo.   As in hu-

mans, an echo is critical for as-
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Jomo, a 19 year old silverback, western lowland gorilla at the Cin-
cinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden, gets a heart check-up. 
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has flown in 30 games and is in 

his 9th season for the Reds.  As 

stated in a Zoo press release, 

through many months of train-

ing following an injury in the 

wild, Sam has recovered the 

ability to soar. Weighing in at 

seven and a half pounds, stand-

ing 3 feet tall with a wingspan 

of over six feet, Sam is one of 

the only bald eagles in the coun-

try trained to fly in stadiums.  

Another point of interest about 

bald eagles…the bald eagle has 

bounced back from the brink of 

extinction and is no longer on 

the Endangered Species List!  In 

fact, 180 bald eagle nests were 

found in Ohio in 2010, up from 

just 88 in 2003 when Sam made 

his debut.   

   There is always something in-

teresting and exciting when it 

comes to the world famous Cin-

cinnati Zoo and Botanical Gar-

den.  And, you don’t have to go 

far to find it.  Rated the #1 attrac-

tion locally, one of the top zoos in 

the nation by Zagat Survey, and 

the Greenest Zoo in America, 

AboutGreaterCincinnati.com was 

curious about what’s up at the 

Zoo.  Here is some Zoo Buzz that 

AGC found… 

     Have you seen ―Sam‖?  Well, 

if you haven’t seen him at the 

Zoo, you can see him at a Cincin-

nati Reds baseball game.  No, 

he’s not throwing any fast balls or 

hitting homers.  But, he will be 

flying high! In fact, Sam even has 

a trading card that will be given 

out at the game on July 1!  You 

see, Sam, the Cincinnati Zoo & 

Botanical Garden’s 11-year-old 

bald eagle will be taking flight at 

Great American Ball Park during 

the singing of the National An-

them on Friday, July 1 before the 

Reds take on the Cleveland Indi-

ans. If you miss Sam on July 1, 

he’s also scheduled to fly July 27 

and August 10, at Great American 

Ball Park. 

     What makes Sam interesting?  

Since Sam, a member of the 

Zoo’s Great American Wings of 

Wonder Bird Show, made his 

Major League debut in 2003, he 
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sessing heart condition and identi-

fying any problems. With early 

detection, follow –up treatments 

can be prescribed.   To date, heart 

disease is the #1 cause of mortality 

in zoo gorillas. Jomo received a 

clean bill of health, and the zoo 

was able to collect valuable car-

diac data that will aid nationwide 

scientific research.  While the doc-

tors were making the house call, an 

echo was also performed on 

―Samantha,‖ the Cincinnati Zoo’s 

41 year old female Western low-

land gorilla.   

     Jomo and Samantha weren’t the 

only Zoo animals getting a house 

call.  ―Zuri,‖ the Cincinnati Zoo’s 

11-week-old baby giraffe, recently 

had her second scheduled doctor’s 

visit since breaking her leg on May 

19th.  The one-hour procedure of 

removing Zuri’s cast, taking X-

rays of her leg and putting a 

new cast on is a well-

orchestrated process involving  

15-20 people – all playing very 

important roles.  Unfortunately 

Zoo veterinarians later discov-

ered after that visit that the frac-

tured leg had become more un-

stable and the agonizing and 

painful decision was made to 

euthanize her.  ―In my 34 years 

of working with animals I have 

never felt such a tremendous 

blow,‖ said Thane Maynard, 

Executive Director of the Cin-

cinnati Zoo. ―In just three short 

months Zuri captured the heart 

of our community and was 

deeply loved by everyone at the 

Zoo.  We are heartbroken.‖ 

    It’s an election year and 

―Caspian‖ wants (and needs) 

your vote!  No, Caspian is not 

running for political office, but 

he is a finalist in Budget Travel 

Magazine’s Cutest Baby Contest.  

Zoos across the U.S. are welcom-

ing a surge of cuddly baby ani-

mals and Budget Travel Magazine 

selected the top three most ador-

able newcomers.  The Cincinnati 

Zoo’s Eurasian eagle owl, Cas-

pian, is one of the finalists and 

needs your vote to be crowned the 

cutest.  This fluffy owl chick 

hatched on March 30—and, 

though he was only around a 

quarter of a pound, he is part of 

one of the largest owl species in 

the world and could grow to have 

a wingspan of six feet!  Caspian 

has some tough competition - a 

baby cheetah from Busch Gardens 

and a baby orangutan from the 

Houston Zoo.  So, your vote is 

needed and every vote matters if 

Caspian is to pull out the victory!   

Vote early and often (it’s legal) at 

http://www.budgettravel.com/

contest/vote-now-for-the-cutest-

zoo-baby,5/, or, visit 

www.cincinnatizoo.org or go to 

the Zoo’s Facebook page.  You 

can vote once per computer every 

24 hours. The winner will be re-

vealed July 6th. 

   So, if you didn’t realize before 

what’s up at the Zoo, well, this is 

just some of the buzz.   No won-

der it’s rated the #1 local attrac-

tion!  Visit and who knows what 

other buzz you’ll find out! 

 
   Learn more at www.cincinnatizoo.org .  
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Zuri shows off her cast to mom, 
Tessa.  Zuri, an 11-week-old, is 
recovering from a broken leg. 

Vote Caspian the cutest zoo 
baby!  photo taken from budgettravel.com 
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