
thropic people, youth will be able to 
access and seize opportunity.  

 

During a time where many adults 
are struggling to keep their homes 
out of foreclosure and pay down 
credit card debt, some local youth 
spent part of their summer begin-
ning to positively shape their own 
financial futures by participating in 
Youth & Money Management.  Said 
a teen participant, “I really enjoyed 
this class.  I learned some things 
that I actually would use." 

 
If interested in future First CLA$$ 
Youth Foundation classes/events or 
have ideas about classes/events, 
contact Ms. Salter at 513-617-3689. 
 

Have comments about  this article or other 
story ideas?  Email your thoughts to 
Brenda@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com . 

It’s never too early to begin learning 
about finance, money manage-
ment, credit cards, and how to stay 
out of debt.  Just ask any of the 
teen participants in the first Youth & 
Money Management, a series of 
educational seminars offered by 
First Cla$$ Youth Foundation held 
during summer 2008 for teens ages 
12 – 19.  The Youth & Money Man-
agement series focused on improv-
ing financial literacy amongst teens.  
Said one of the students who com-
pleted the 5 week series, “"It was a 
life-changing class and I will never 
forget what I learned”.  

 

Established in 2008, First CLA$$ 
Youth Foundation partners with 
organizations, businesses, 
churches, schools, and individuals 
to provide a network of empower-
ment and success for youth.  Its’ 
Youth & Money Management’s se-
ries offered five classes, facilitated 
by representatives from Trinity Debt 
Management, National City Bank, 
and World Financial Group, to 
cover a variety of topics including 
saving, spending, credit & debt, 
investing and giving.  Tested on 
their understanding of the financial 
matters presented, participants 
achieved an average 88% on the 
financial literacy test given.  In addi-
tion, participants in Youth & Money 
Management established a savings 
goal, received a certificate, and re-
ceived the book "Rich Dad Poor 
Dad for Teens," by Robert Kiyo-
saki.   Said a mother of a partici-
pant in the series, “This class was 
very inspiring to my son and it 
helped me as a mom understand 

more about debt and really 
how important credit is." 
 

Said a 10th grade participant, 
“I have learned how to 
budget money and what I 
need to know about credit 
cards so that I don't get taken 
advantage of.”  That is just 
one sentiment that spurred 
Erica L. Salter, Foun-
der/President, to establish 
First CLA$$ Youth Founda-
tion.  The foundation’s mis-
sion is to connect teens to 
financial and global educa-
tion opportunities. Ms. Salter, 
who has worked with teens 
and children for over two 
decades as a coach, teacher, 
advisor, and mentor, has 
seen youth victimized by a 
myopic approach to living 
that has resulted in drug 
abuse, gang activity, teenage 
pregnancy, and death.  Salter 
believes that by providing a 
strong network of compas-
sionate, influential, philan-
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Eddie Moore, 
Trinity Debt 
Management, 
discusses finan-
cial matters with 
Youth & Money 
Management 
participants  


