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   The 2016 edition of the W&S 

(Western & Southern) Open, with 

$7.8 million in prize money up 

for grabs and played at the Linder 

Family Tennis Center in Mason, 

Ohio August 13 – 21, ended with 

first-time tournament champs 

winning both the Women’s and 

Men’s singles titles, record rain-

fall wreaking havoc but not deter-

ring fan attendance nor the tour-

nament ending on schedule, and 

volunteers continuing the tourna-

ment tradition of making the 

event a top notch fan experience. 

   With W&S Open defending 

champs Serena Williams, ranked 

World No. 1, and Roger Federer, 

ranked World No. 3, not compet-

ing because of injury, new 

Women’s and Men’s singles tour-

nament champions were guaran-

teed.  But who would it be? 

   After other notable tournament 

withdrawals including Novak 

Djockovic, Men’s World No. 1, 

and a total of 111 players compet-

ing at the Western & Southern 

Open coming directly from the 

2016 Olympic Games in Rio, all 

eyes were on top seeds [2] An-

gelique Kerber of Germany and 

Silver Medalist at Olympics in Rio, 

and [1] Andy Murray of Great Brit-

ain and Gold Medalist at Olympics 

in Rio, to be the ones hoisting the 

championship trophies.  While Ker-

ber and Murray both made it to their 

respective finals on Championship 

Sunday, their competitors had other 

notions about who would ultimately 

hoist the trophies. 

   [15] Karolina Pliskova of Czech 

Republic, advanced through the 

main draw women’s field of 48 to 

take on Kerber in the finals.  In 

a stunning upset, Pliskova, who 

punctuated her win with her 

407th ace of the season (which 

leads the WTA by the way) of 

which 47 were fired during the 

W&S Open tournament, de-

feated Kerber 6-3 6-1 to win the 

Women’s singles title - her first 

W&S Open title.  To get to the 

title, she defeated 3 Grand Slam 

champions!  

   “Happy that it went this way.” 
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Karolina Pliskova 
of Czech Republic, 
advanced through 
the W&S Open main 
draw women’s field 
of 48 to win the 
W&S Open tourna-
ment.  She defeated 
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title, she defeated 3 
Grand Slam cham-
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said Pliskova at a press confer-

ence after her finals win. 

   As for the Men’s singles title, 

[12] Marin Cilic of Croatia, 

capped off his tournament week 

with a straight sets 6-4 7-5 win in 

the finals over Andy Murray to 

claim the W&S Open title - his 

first ATP Masters 1000 title.  En-

route to the finals, Cilic, a former 

U S Open champ, advanced 

through the men’s field of 56 hit-

ting 55 aces along the way.  Be-

fore he upset Murray on the court 

on the afternoon of Championship 

Sunday, Cilic had a delayed battle 

between the lines with Grigor 

Dimitrov of Bulgaria that ended 

at 1:35 AM on Championship Sun-

day with Cilic winning in 3 sets 4-6 

6-3 7-5. 

   “I felt that I played today really 

good tennis.” shared Cilic at his 

post finals press conference. 

   Matches being delayed or sus-

pended, a side effect of Mother Na-

ture making frequent rain appear-

ances 8 of 9 days throughout the 

tournament was the theme of the 

week.  Many patrons and fans at-

tending the tournament including 

the tennis players were likely say-

ing ‘Here comes the rain – again” 

as a record 6.64 inches of rain fell 

during tournament week.  Volunteer 

ballkids got workouts as they were 
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kept very busy with squeegees, 

towels, and fans to dry the 

courts for play. 

   The rain deluge not only in-

terrupted tournament play but 

also made parking lots mud 

pits and kept tow trucks busy.  

As a result, the tournament 

took unprecedented measures 

and offered satellite parking 

with free shuttle service to the 

tennis center for ticket holders.  

   “Receiving more than six 

inches of rain this week has 

been a challenge,” the tourna-

ment said in an email announc-

ing the satellite parking options 

“and we are doing our best to 

not let it impact your visit.” 

   A great fan experience, al-

ways a tournament goal, didn’t 

get waylaid by the 6.64 inches 

of rain that fell!  Yes, the rain 

(no matter how frequent or 

heavy) was a challenge, but 

that didn’t deter 187,106 fans 

from taking in the tennis action 

during tournament week at the 

Lindner Family Tennis Center!  

They still saw great tennis, en-

joyed food and music, 

shopped, got tennis player 

autographs, and more. 

   “Thank you Western and 

Southern for doing your abso-

Continued on Page 3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Marin Cilic of Croa-
tia, capped off his 
tournament week 
with a win to claim 
the W&S Open Men’s 
title - his first ATP 
Masters 1000 title.  
Before he upset Andy 
Murray on the court 
on the afternoon of 
Championship Sun-
day, Cilic had a de-
layed battle between 
the lines with Grigor 
Dimitrov of Bulgaria 
that ended at 1:35 AM 
on Championship 
Sunday with Cilic win-

ning in 3 sets!                                                                                                                                     
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lute best to give the fans a 

memorable and positive fan ex-

perience!” posted a Western &-

Southern Open Facebook fol-

lower about the 2016 tourna-

ment. 

   Besides great tennis, just how 

did the tournament pull off an-

other great fan experience? 

   “I want to thank the 1,400 peo-

ple who worked though this tour-

nament …” said John Barrett, 

Chairman, President, and CEO, 

Western and Southern Financial 

Group, “… made this tourna-

ment possible …”   

   During the finals trophy pres-

entation, Barrett praised the tour-

nament volunteers for their tire-

less efforts under the unprecedented 

weather conditions to make the 

tournament the best. 

   In addition to great tennis and ex-

ceptional fan experience, the W&S 

Open, which culminated on Cham-

pionship Sunday under sunny skies, 

no rain, cooler temperatures, and 

lower humidity, raises money for 

the tournament’s charity benefac-

tors.  Since 1974, the tournament 

has contributed nearly $10 million 

directly to its beneficiaries: Cincin-

nati Children's Hospital Medical 

Center, the Barrett Cancer Center 

and Tennis for City Youth. 

   Another year in the books!   Get 

ready for the next round of fun and 

excitement August 12-20, 2017! 
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Got a comment on this article, 

tell us.  

 

The record 6.64 inches of rain that fell 8 of 9 days of tournament week kept the volunteer ballkids very busy with keep-

ing courts dry for play.   Despite the challenging weather conditions, the tournament completed on schedule.                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                            ( Photos | @CincyTennis on Twitter) 
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