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and international development, as 
well as humanitarian aspects of 
design thinking and solutions for 
those in poverty.  Each student was 
required to propose one project to 
implement while in Tanzania to 
continue VLOP’s mission and im-
prove the lives of the villagers. 
   As the only business student in 
the class, my project focused less 
on construction and medical pro-
jects, and instead focused on the 
administrative side of the organiza-
tion.  In Tanzania, my role was to 
get a better understanding of the 
accounting procedures in place for 
the organization and document all 
my conversations.  The goal of this 
project was to improve the ac-
counting processes when possible 
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Kelly Borman (seen here playing with a child at the Roche Health 
Center) was among the VLOP June 2011 brigade that travelled to Tan‐
zania.  Said Borman, “I have taken away great lessons from this trip 
that I hope to bring to the Cincinnati community upon graduation.” 
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annual Outreach Brigades every 
June and October.  These Bri-
gades offer local leaders and stu-
dents the chance to collaborate 
on projects that alleviate suffer-
ing, and several members even 
have the chance [to] travel to 
Tanzania to further research, 
implement, or educate villagers 
on their projects. 
   I, along with sixteen other Uni-
versity of Cincinnati students, 
was fortunate to have the oppor-
tunity to join Village Life on this 
year’s June Brigade.  I first 
learned about VLOP through a 
Humanitarian Design Honors 
Seminar which ended in this two-
week trip to Africa.  Through this 
course, we researched African 
history and culture, foreign aid 

   Village Life Outreach Project 
(VLOP), a Cincinnati based non-
profit, is on a mission to “unite 
communities to promote Life, 
Health and Education”.  Through 
service travel to Tanzania (East 
Africa), VLOP is assisting partner 
villages in Roche, Nyambogo and 
Burere.  By illuminating and join-
ing the struggle against poverty, 
disease and malnutrition in Africa, 
VLOP strengthens our own local 
communities by exemplifying hu-
manitarianism, service and social 
responsibility. 
   Service travel is open to all with 
an interest in VLOP’s mission and 
since October 2004, over 350 stu-
dents, doctors, engineers and other 
professionals have travelled with 
Village Life Outreach Project to 
Tanzania to positively impact and 
change perceptions.  
   Kelly Borman, a student at the 
University of Cincinnati, was 
among the latest VLOP brigade 
travelers to Tanzania.  She shared 
an account of her experience with 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.  Here 
is an excerpt: 
 

   “This June, I had the opportunity 
of a lifetime to travel to Tanzania, 
Africa with a Cincinnati non-profit 
organization, Village Life Outreach 
Project.  VLOP strives to unite 
communities to promote life, 
health, and education within three 
remote and impoverished villages 
in rural East Africa.  Village Life 
accomplishes their mission through 
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and help VLOP prepare substantial 
financial statements for future 
years.  This was a great project to 
work on for me because it com-
bined my academic discipline with 
my passion for service and global 
humanitarian efforts...    
   Though this trip was a great op-
portunity for me to use some of my 
accounting knowledge, it was also 
a learning opportunity in several 
other ways... 
   The first surprise, no matter how 
many pictures I have seen of Af-
rica, no image will ever do these 
beautiful countries justice.  The 
landscape in both Tanzania and 
Kenya are breathtaking and I wish 
everyone had the opportunity to see 
the unbelievable stretch of the 
Great Rift Valley as well as the 
enormous beauty of Lake Victoria.   

   Second, I learned that African 
people are the most compassion-
ate people I have ever met.  The 
villagers in Tanzania work unbe-
lievably hard every single day 
and are truly committed to creat-
ing better lives for future genera-
tions.  The people there may not 
have all the resources we have in 
the U.S., but they still get all their 
work done day in and day out, 
and they do it all with a huge 
smile on their faces; I have never 
met more welcoming and genu-
inely happy people than those in 
rural Tanzania.   
   Third, I learned a lot about 
how to approach humanitarian 
projects in a different coun-
try.  Specifically with my ac-
counting project, I learned that I 
was there to help contribute to an 
organization through partnership 

and collaboration.  Village Life is 
not an organization that tells Afri-
can people what they should be 
doing to improve their lives (and in 
my case, accounting processes) 
they are an organization that col-
laborates with villagers and to-
gether pinpoint problems and de-
velop sustainable solutions as a 
community.  Service and corporate 
responsibility has been a develop-
ing interest of mine throughout my 
time at UC, and I have taken away 
great lessons from this trip that I 
hope to bring to the Cincinnati 
community upon graduation. 
   Of course, since this was a trip to 
Africa, we went on a two-day Sa-
fari in Kenya to end the trip.  This 
was yet another unforgettable ex-
perience of a lifetime.  I saw ele-
phants, giraffes, zebras, hippos, 
alligators, rhinos, cheetahs, wart-
hogs, and lions all within feet of 
our van!  It was absolutely amazing 
to see these animals in the wild and 
closer than I normally see them at 
the zoo.  The whole experience is 
very surreal because it is so differ-
ent from how we view African ani-
mals in the U.S.  Though it was ex-
tremely touristy, and vastly differ-
ent from the rest of the trip, I feel it 
was the perfect ending to my Afri-
can excursion and I would (and 
plan on) go back again.” 
 
 

Interested in joining a future brigade,  
want to learn more about VLOP’s local 
outreach or just more about VLOP, visit 
 

www.villagelifeoutreach.org  

http://rochehealthcenter.blogspot.com 

http://villagelifeoutreachproject.wordpress.com/ 
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As part of the June 2011 brigade, Borman and two other University of 
Cincinnati students met with the Women’s Groups and discussed mi‐
crofinancing opportunities. 


