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   There are five easy steps to become 
a tutor and Be the Change: 1)  Contact 
one of the designated Be the Change 
tutoring agencies to get setup as a vol-
unteer.  That includes getting a back-
ground check, volunteer badge, train-
ing, and placement within a school;  
2)  Choose a school from the Be the 
Change priority list of schools or one 
of your choice.  Tutoring is needed 
and appreciated by all; 3)  Get trained 
by completing a mandatory 2 hour 
training session that will help you be 
an effective tutor;  4)  Get placed once 
approved and trained; and 5)  Commit 
to tutoring a child one hour each 
week.  Materials and guidance are 
provided for each tutoring session. 
   CPS and its’ partners are not resting 
on earlier laurels of successes in CPS 
and need volunteers to help with ini-
tiatives like Be the Change.  “The fu-
ture is ours to win.” said President 
Obama in his State of the Union ad-
dress.  “But to get there, we can’t just 
stand still.”  
   Don’t stand still.  Become a tutor.  
Change a life.  Be the Change.      
 
To learn more about Be the Change, visit 
www.strivetogether.org/be-the-change . 
 
 

   On January 25, 2011, U.S. Presi-
dent Obama said in his recent State 
of the Union address to the nation 
and the world, “We measure pro-
gress by the success of our people.”  
Well, it is no surprise to anyone that 
success begins early in life with the 
education of our children.  That edu-
cation, supplemented outside the 
classroom in a variety of ways, be-
gins with the basics – reading, writ-
ing, arithmetic, and understanding.  
For some youth, a little extra help is 
needed to build a foundation of the 
basics upon which their future suc-
cess is built.  That is why tutoring 
programs can help build that founda-
tion.  These programs can and do 
make a difference. 
   Be the Change, which kicked off 
January 25, 2011, is one such local 
effort.  Be the Change  “is a collabo-
rative tutor recruitment effort to sup-
port students in high need schools at 
Cincinnati Public Schools (CPS)”.   
   In a recent article posted at cincin-
nati.com, it was stated that nearly 
half of Cincinnati Public Schools' 
2,272 fourth-graders are not profi-
cient in math and reading, and in 
2009-2010, only 63 percent of CPS 
fourth-graders were proficient in 
math and only 56 percent were profi-
cient in reading, according to testing 
data from the Ohio Department of 
Education.  While those are stagger-
ing statistics, they are not impossible 
to turnaround.  
   That is why Be the Change is an 
important component to furthering 
the success in CPS.  The one-on-one 

attention provided through tutor-
ing can be a catalyst to positively 
impacting a child’s future.  To 
help get elementary CPS students 
on the road of success, the Be the 
Change call has gone out to re-
cruit 2,000 people to specifically 
tutor students, focusing on 4th 
graders, in reading and math at 10 
CPS elementary schools.  While 
tutors can request a school not on 
the list, the goal is to provide as-
sistance to those that need the 
most help.  
   What makes this tutoring cam-
paign different from other CPS 
tutoring efforts?  First, it is ambi-
tious in the number of tutors be-
ing recruited and second, the col-
laboration of various nonprofit 
partners working together to ad-
dress the need is putting the Afri-
can proverb “It takes a village to 
raise a child” in action.  As re-
ported on the campaign’s website, 
the nonprofits partnering in Be the 
Change include Bearcat Buddies 
(University of Cincinnati), Liter-
acy Network of Greater Cincin-
nati, Cincinnati Youth Collabora-
tive, Council of Christian Com-
munions, United Way of Greater 
Cincinnati, CPS, the Strive Part-
nership, and 100 Black Men.  
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