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12+ year investment).     
    “I began contemplating this New 
Nutcracker four or five years ago.” 
said Morgan.  “I started watching our 
2001 version, thinking ‘What if we 
added this, or reinterpreted this char-
acter, or added new ones?’ I have 
loved our old version but there are 
fresh ways to interpret great master 
works to this gorgeous Tchaikovsky 
music.” Morgan added.  “The music 
is the base, but the way we see it and 
feel it changes with our experiences 
and with the technical capabilities of 
our artists.” 
    Known for ornate costumes and 
sets and an enormous cast which in-
cludes international dancers, super-
numeraries from the community and 
over 150 children, the all-new pro-
duction of Cincinnati Ballet’s 
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    “This New Nutcracker will be 
simply spectacular, with vivid col-
ors and whimsical design, quick-
moving action, and lively, enter-
taining, even surprising moments,” 
said Victoria Morgan, Cincinnati 
Ballet Artistic Director and CEO.   
    In December 2011, Cincinnati 
Ballet’s Frisch’s Presents The New 
Nutcracker, with choreography by 
Cincinnati Ballet Artistic Director 
and CEO Victoria Morgan, unveils 
its’ latest interpretation of this  
holiday classic offering a new, 
world-premiere production with 
never-before-seen sets, costumes, 
and new choreography.  Cincinnati 
Ballet’s Frisch’s Presents The Nut-
cracker, traditionally the most exu-
berant, opulent production of the 
company’s annual season, has un-
dergone a $2 million makeover (a 

    You have likely heard the unfor-
gettable music.  You probably even 
can recall the storyline.  The Nut-
cracker, a beloved Cincinnati tradi-
tion, has now undergone a makeover 
and the Cincinnati Ballet’s world 
premiere of this riveting performance 
debuts December 15-24, 2011 at the 
Aronoff Center for the Arts in down-
town Cincinnati.   
   “I can’t wait to see the new look 
for this timeless tradition.” said  an 
excited patron of the upcoming per-
formance.  “Every year the perform-
ance is outstanding.” 
    Just about everyone who has ever 
seen or been a part of a performance 
of The Nutcracker – whether in 
grade school or on a big stage - re-
members it and looks forward to it 
over the holidays.  The engaging mu-
sic, the memorable characters, or the 
enchanting storyline makes it hard to 
forget.   
    This Russian ballet has become a 
family, holiday tradition across 
America, and right here in Greater 
Cincinnati since 1974, Cincinnati 
Ballet’s presentation of The Nut-
cracker has delighted over 1,000,000 
with “its moments of magic, opulent 
celebrations, and faraway journeys”.  
    This year, is no different.  Well 
actually, it will be different.  It’s go-
ing to be even bigger, better, more 
colorful, and with a new interpreta-
tion by Victoria Morgan! 



 
 

 Brought to you by:  A Caring Touch, LLC  ●  Event Planning, Print Designs & Creations  ●  West Chester, Ohio   45069   ●   info@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com  

  Copyright  ©  2008-2011 AboutGreaterCincinnati.com   All rights reserved. 

Frisch’s Presents The New Nut-
cracker features not only new chore-
ography, but also 200 bright and col-
orful costumes, a fantasy world of 20 
elaborate sets and 15 scenes, and 
5,000 glittering snowflakes.  There 
are more than 150 children’s roles 
with student performers from local 
groups including the Otto M. Budig 
Academy, Ballet Tech Ohio, CCM 
Prep, CGA Gymnastics, Erickson 
Academy of Irish Dance, Expres-
sions Dance Theatre, Gym - Nation 
Gymnastics & Cheer, Just Off 
Broadway, Le Dance, Manyet Dance 
& Maria’s School of Dance, Miami 
Valley Ballet Theatre in Fairfield, 
The Turning Point Dance Studio, 
Sasha Hart School of Ballet, Spirit 
Athletics, and Starstruck Studio.   
    Performance goers will see the 
ballet in two acts with entirely new 
sets of full-stage, seamless drops by 
renowned set designer John Ezell 
and hand-painted by scenic artists at 

Michael Hagan studio.  In addition, 
15 large deck units and hundreds 
of props, fabricated by Cincinnati 
Ballet’s local I.A.T.S.E. union, 
will be among the production’s 
marvels which also include more 
than 200 new costumes designed 
by Tony Award-nominated de-
signer Carrie F. Robbins and con-
structed by Cincinnati Ballet’s 
wardrobe department, Playhouse in 
the Park and Madcap Puppets 
Workshop. Swirling special ef-
fects, lighting and projected im-
ages will add to the visual excite-
ment. The music will be conducted 
by Maestro Carmon DeLeone and 
performed by the Cincinnati Sym-
phony Orchestra. 
    Familiar with the performance?
Look for a few other changes be-
sides the costumes and set.  The 
leading role of Clara (her name 
was Marie in the last production) is 
now played by a 11-13 year old 

girl rather than an adult female 
dancer.  And the dancing flutes 
(formerly known as Mirlitons) are 
now fluffy characters known as Mir-
lipoos who just happen to bear a re-
semblance to Victoria Morgan’s 
miniature poodle Teddy Moe.  Keep 
an eye out for other surprises too! 
    While there are plenty of new fea-
tures to look forward to, many be-
loved aspects of The New Nutcracker 
will not change.   
    “There will be a Nutcracker who 
comes magically to life; there will be 
snow…lots of it!...the Christmas tree 
will grow giving the young heroine 
the curious feeling that she is shrink-
ing while everything around her 
grows larger.” said Morgan.  “…
visually, it’s astounding…the stage 
really does become a world of magic, 
and we’re all transported to another 
land.”  
   See it.  Experience it for yourself.  
Continue your family tradition or 
start a new one!  The curtain goes up 
on December 15th.  Performances 
run through Christmas Eve.     
   Tickets available for at the Cincin-
nati Ballet box office (513) 621-5282 
or in person at 1555 Central Park-
way, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday-
Friday.  For additional information 
or to purchase tickets online, visit 
www.cballet.org. 
    “Ballet is often so serious.” said 
Morgan.  “My intention is to bring 
more humor and a lot of magic to 
this family holiday tradition.” 

Page 2 ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.COM 

Got a story idea or comment about this story?   Send an email to editor@aboutgreatercincinnati.com. 

A NEW LOOK FOR A TIMELESS TRADITION (CONT’D) 

This Russian ballet has become a family, holiday tradition across America, 
and right here in Greater Cincinnati since 1974, Cincinnati Ballet’s presenta‐
tion of The Nutcracker has delighted over 1,000,000 with “its moments of 
magic, opulent celebrations, and faraway journeys”.  


