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cities in each state in the region. 
   By 2020, it’s expected that all 
nine species of the region’s native 
Ash trees will inevitably be lost 
as a result of the Emerald Ash 
Borer.  This significant loss of 
40% of the region’s tree canopy 
will result in a devastating impact 
amounting to millions of trees 
disappearing from the landscape.  
Other threats – weather, drought, 
Asian Longhorn Beetle, Oak Wilt 
fungus, invasive Bush Honey-
suckle plants, loss of native trees, 
loss of large trees – will also con-
tribute to the impending devasta-
tion looming on the horizon.  This 
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ergy, University of Cincinnati, 
Cincinnati State, and Cincinnati 
Public Schools), and other part-
ners organized to address the cur-
rent historic loss of the region’s 
tree canopy, kicked off efforts in 
Eden Park to confront and combat 
the local tree crisis.   
   About 250 people attended the 
inaugural event which featured 
remarks by business, government, 
and education leaders of the Tri-
State region; a ceremonial re-
enactment of the Park's 1882 tree 
planting by school children; and 
distribution of inaugural trees to 
the eight counties and principle 

   The Tri-State region is facing a 
devastating loss of trees due to the 
emerald ash borer, other insect in-
festations, new disease, invasive 
plants, and other threats.  
   Taking Root, a community-wide 
effort, involving public and private 
entities as well as individuals and 
organizations, is gearing up to con-
front the tree crisis through educa-
tion, better management of existing 
trees, and planting trees to help re-
place those lost. 
   “The whole idea is to raise aware-
ness of the fact that we are facing a 
crisis - an environmental crisis - 
with our trees right now.” Scott 
Beuerlein, Taking Root Campaign 
Steering Committee Chair, tells 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.  “…
and to confront it by planting trees 
and raising awareness of the need 
for trees, all they do for our envi-
ronment, for our communities, and 
just for our quality of life.” 
   On September 26, 2013, Taking 
Root, a collaborative, broad-based 
campaign under the auspices of  
OKI Regional Council of Govern-
ments, the Green Umbrella, the 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Gar-
den, The Green Partnership for 
Greater Cincinnati (City of Cincin-
nati, Hamilton County, Duke En-

Taking Root, an effort to plant 2 million trees by 2020 and restore 
a healthy, diverse, and plentiful tree canopy to the region, kicked 
off in Eden Park. 
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loss will adversely impact the 
environment including air qual-
ity, soil erosion, property values, 
wildlife, temperature cooling, 
and more. 
   While raising awareness and 
educating the community is key 
to the campaign, active commu-
nity involvement across the eight 
county Tri-state region - Boone 
County (KY),  Campbell County 
(KY), Kenton County (KY), 
Dearborne (IN), Butler County 
(OH), Clermont County (OH), 
Hamilton County (OH), Warren 
County (OH) – is the heart of the 
reforestation effort. 
    “The main tool to confront the 
issue” shared Beuerlein, also 
Horticularist, Cincinnati Zoo & 
Botanical Garden, “plant 2 mil-
lion trees which is one for each 
citizen in the eight county tri-

state by 2020.” 
   That’s right – 2 million trees 
by 2020! 
   To that end, the community is 
needed to actively engage in the 
solution by planting trees that 
will thrive in the area.  If every 
citizen planted a tree in the front 
or backyard of their home along 
with organized tree planting ef-
forts by local park commissions, 
businesses, churches, schools, 
etc., a healthy, diverse, and plen-
tiful tree canopy will take root.   
   This isn’t the first time Cincin-
nati has come together to address 
an environmental concern. 
   In the late 1800s, the United 
States faced an environmental 
threat – the use of the axe. In the 
rush to ignite a growing indus-
trial giant, the United States’ 
once abundant and diverse for-

ests had all but disappeared – even 
in Cincinnati.   Cincinnati indi-
viduals including a local promi-
nent physician, botanists, horticul-
turalists, and city leaders, united to 
educate the public and plant trees 
to address issues and concerns.   
   That effort led John B. Peaslee, 
then superintendent of Cincinnati 
schools, to close all schools on Ar-
bor Day in 1882 to allow every 
student to plant trees in an aban-
doned vineyard. Today, that vine-
yard is the beautifully wooded 
Eden Park, one of the most popu-
lar of the Cincinnati Parks and 
home to the Cincinnati Art Mu-
seum, Cincinnati Playhouse in the 
Park and the Krohn Conservatory.  
   What will happen as a result of 
today’s environmental crisis? 
   You can help write the history 
unfolding today.  Join the Taking 
Root Campaign, an initiative to 
replace, retain and expand trees in 
the eight-county Greater Cincin-
nati tri-state region, to plant 2 mil-
lion trees by 2020 and restore a 
healthy, diverse, and plentiful tree 
canopy to the region.   
   Check the Taking Root website 
and/or your local gardening center/
nursery to identify the proper tree 
for your area.  
   Visit http://www.takingroot.info/ 
to learn more, register your planted 
tree (s), donate to the cause, or sign 
up to volunteer. 
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2 MILLION BY 2020 TAKING ROOT (CONT’D) 

 

Youth re‐enacted the 1882 tree planting in Eden Park to kick off  the 
Taking Root Campaign on September 26, 2013. 


