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   Lots of students at Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
called Professor Lowell McCoy their 
“favorite rabbi.” It was their ironic 
way of showing fondness for a be-
loved teacher. 
   You see, McCoy is not a rabbi. He’s 
not even Jewish. He’s an ordained 
Methodist minister. 
   Yet for a half century, he taught 
rabbinical students at HUC-JIR how 
to be great orators. In doing so, he 
helped to shape the way hundreds of 
Reform rabbis deliver sermons across 
North America and beyond. 
   Now, an award has been named af-
ter McCoy that will help promote in-
terfaith harmony. It’s called the 
“Reverend Lowell McCoy Prize in 
Interfaith Relations.”  
   HUC-JIR will present it annually to 
the Ph.D. student who has excelled in 
advancing interfaith relations on and 
off the Cincinnati Campus.  
   McCoy, 95, who lives in Hyde Park 
with his wife, Carolyn, is typically 
modest about the honor of having the 
award named after him, saying he 
“learned much more than he taught” 
and calling it a “unique privilege” to 
teach at HUC-JIR. 
   He said it was natural that he would 
have an effect on interfaith relations 
on campus because he was the only 
Christian faculty member at a Jewish 
seminary. But he had an effect off 
campus as well, speaking often at 
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churches and synagogues about Chris-
tianity and Judaism, drawing on his in
-depth knowledge of both.  
   Students loved him not only for his 
skill in teaching them how to deliver 
sermons but also for his one-on-one 
relationships with them, which, in 
many cases, have lasted decades past 
their ordinations.  
   “Throughout his career, Lowell en-
deavored always to build bridges of 
understanding and friendship between 
people of diverse religious and cul-
tural backgrounds,” Rabbi Jonathan 
Cohen, Dean of the Cincinnati Cam-
pus, said. “The many lifecycle cere-
monies he performed for people of 
different faiths and his lectures to 

groups of diverse religious beliefs are 
just a few of the ways that he made an 
enduring contribution to our commu-
nity and our country.” 
   HUC-JIR knows of no other Chris-
tian minister who taught at a rabbini-
cal school anywhere in the world. 
   McCoy loves to joke about being in 
the religious minority on campus. One 
year at an ordination service, one of 
the graduates introduced him to his 
grandmother.  
   “As she shook my hand,” McCoy 
recalled, “she looked a bit puzzled.” 
   “McCoy…McCoy,” she said. “It 
doesn't sound like a Jewish name.” 
And then her face brightened. “Of 
course,” she said. “Your mother was 
Jewish.”  
   McCoy worked with students on 
more than 2,000 sermons and listened 
to them lead more than 6,000 services 
in the campus chapel. 
   Along the way, he said he devel-
oped an admiration, respect and affec-
tion for Reform Judaism that equals 
that of his native Christianity. “If I 
had been born in a Jewish family,” he 
said, “I would have been very happy 
to have been Jewish.” 
 


