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   Fall 2013 was the start of my 
first year with MUSE. After Au-
gust auditions, I jumped into the 
rounds of rehearsals, performances 
at local events, and major concerts. 
I have gradually figured out the 
week to week rhythm from concert 
to concert. 
   Everyone runs to that pace...65 
plus choir members, our creative 
and managing directors (Rhonda 
and Haley), and our support team, 
the 5th section. It's a mash-up of 
weekly choir rehearsals, separate 
practices for each vocal part 
(sectionals), my own practice at 
home and the infamous freneti-
cally busy production week, right 
before a major concert. 
   Throughout the year we also dis-
cuss and reflect on a variety of so-
cial change issues, typically when 
it's related to a specific song we're 
learning. For the spring concert, 
we had the singular honor of per-
forming a commission from Evyn 
Surrency entitled "When I Was a 
Boy," a powerful song from a 
trans* perspective. As the choir 
worked their way through each 
note and phrase, the vibrancy and 
passion of the song was undeni-
able. 
   Earlier that year, two MUSE 
members, Jonah Yokoyama (5th 
section) and June Huelskamp 
(soprano 1) who both work with 

the trans* community presented 
"Trans* 101" to the choir. Their 
training helped us learn basic 
terminology, and gain a better 
understanding of these individu-
als and the discrimination they 
face. Their presentation was a 
stepping stone; helping us do 
justice to Evyn's piece. 
   For me, it's been an enthralling 
year of intense experiences. I 
finally figured out how I fit in 
and belong in MUSE. Through 
our songs, members and choir 
conversations, I've reflected on 
what's important to me in the 
social change agenda. Lastly, I 
have reveled in learning new ma-
terial and performing with the 
choir. 

   I am eagerly looking forward to 
this year. Given what I learned last 
year, it's blazingly obvious that 
I've barely breathed in the com-
plexity, richness and tradition of 
this organization. 
 
 
 
      For more information about 
MUSE, Cincinnati’s Women’s Choir 
(including upcoming auditions), visit 
www.musechoir.com.   
 
   Reprint permission granted by An-
drea Dale, a professional freelance 
writer and part of MUSE.  Visit 
www.andreadale.com to learn more 
about Andrea Dale and her writing. 
 
 


