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Reds Opening Day, shall be rec-
ognized as a ceremonial City 
holiday.” is the proposed ballot 
language for the November 2011 
ballot that has people talking and 
signing petitions.  If enough sig-
natures are collected to get the 
measure on the Fall ballot and 
the measure passes, Reds Open-
ing Day will become an official 
city holiday in Cincinnati.   
   To be clear, the intent of 
“Make It Official” is not to get a 
day off work or a paid holiday 
but rather to recognize a city 
holiday celebrating the rich, 
treasured  history and tradition of 
baseball in Cincinnati. “If this 
gives an employer that extra 
push to allow their employees 
the day off, awesome.” said 
Schuster, whose employer MSA 
Architects has closed its doors 
on Opening Day for 25 years. 
   “Opening Day should no 
longer be classified with other 

   It’s Spring and the boys of Sum-
mer have hit the fields to get the 
baseball season started.  An unoffi-
cial holiday, baseball’s Opening 
Day - complete with parades, cele-
brations, and of course Major 
League Baseball (MLB) season 
openers, kicked off the 2011 season 
with fans eagerly filling stadiums 
across the country, anticipating a 
winning season for their favorite 
team, and dreaming of their team’s 
quest for the pennant to bring home 
the title of World Series Champi-
ons.  “Opening Day is baseball’s 
annual festival” writes Greg Rho-
des, Cincinnati Reds historian and 
co-author of Opening Day—
Celebrating Cincinnati’s Baseball 
Holiday, “and nowhere is it cele-
brated like it is in the Queen City.” 
   Then why not make it an official 
holiday in the Queen City? 
   If Dave Schuster, the Make It Of-
ficial Campaign Coordinator and 
Visual Media Director of MSA Ar-

chitects, has anything to say 
about it, Reds Opening Day 
may very well become an offi-
cial holiday for Reds fans. 
“Cincinnati is the greatest base-
ball city in the world,” said 
Schuster “and the city truly de-
serves that recognition.” 
   In Cincinnati, home of the 
first professional baseball team 
– the Cincinnati Reds, MSA 
Architects is leading the charge 
with Schuster, MSA employees, 
and some 200 community vol-
unteers (and growing) serving 
as the muscle behind this grass-
roots, volunteer intensive cam-
paign to make the unofficial 
Opening Day “holiday” a recog-
nized city holiday.  The mantra 
of the campaign – “Make It Of-
ficial”! 
   “In honor of the city of Cin-
cinnati’s rich baseball tradition, 
the Cincinnati Reds first home 
game of each Major League 
Baseball season, also known as 

“MAKE IT OFFICIAL—REDS OPENING DAY HOLIDAY” 

BY BRENDA C. MCCASKILL(BRENDA@ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.COM) 
PHOTOS /GRAHIC PROVIDED BY MAKE IT OFFICIAL 

May 2011 Volume 4, Article 15 

ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.com 
Inform … Inspire … Impact 

Got a story idea or comment about this story?   Send an email to editor@aboutgreatercincinnati.com. 
Continued on Page 2 

 

Make It Official is a grassroots 
campaign to make Reds Open-
ing Day a recognized City of 
Cincinnati holiday (far left).   
 
 

The Make it Official Committee 
getting ready for Reds Opening 
Day (center). 
 
 

At least 8,522 signatures 
needed to get the measure on 
the upcoming November city 
ballot. 



 
 

 Brought to you by:  A Caring Touch, LLC  ●  Event Planning, Print Designs & Creations  ●  West Chester, Ohio   45069   ●   info@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com  

  Copyright  ©  2008-2011 AboutGreaterCincinnati.com   All rights reserved. 

unofficial holidays…”  states the 
Make It Official campaign web-
site (www.msaarch.com/makeitofficial). 
“It is a tradition that is deeply em-
bedded in the Cincinnati commu-
nity and should be celebrated as 
such.” 
   And, there is much to celebrate. 
For 135 years, Reds Opening Day 
has occurred in Cincinnati. The 
baseball tradition dates back to 
the first home opener on April 25, 
1876 with 2,000 in attendance. 
Fast forward to the March 31, 
2011 home opener where 42,398 
attended the ritual of Opening 
Day. Since the first Reds Opening 
Day in 2003 in the team’s new 
and current home, Great Ameri-
can Ball Park, 212,081 fans have 
filled the ball park to cheer the 
Reds in their season openers.  
   Early Reds Opening Day pa-
rades date 1890. Parade pag-
eantry, which now includes high 
school bands, dignitaries, floats, 
and more, came on the scene in 
1920 with the first Findlay Mar-
ket Opening Day parade.  
   Throughout the years, the base-
ball game, great fan support, and 
celebration were (and still are) 
hallmarks of  Reds Opening Day 
and what makes the day special. 
“It’s a holiday—a baseball holi-
day!” said Sparky Anderson, 
famed Reds manager who led the 
Reds to five divisional crowns, 
four World Series appearances, 
and two world championships. 
“Ain’t no other place in America 

got that!” 
   Given Cincinnati’s long stand-
ing history and the fan’s love of 
the game, some would say mak-
ing Reds Opening Day a holiday 
is long overdue. “Might as well 
make it official.” one fan tells 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.    
   And, respondents to a recent 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com 
poll agree. On the webzine’s 
April online poll, 67% of respon-
dents voted “Yes, great idea”.   
   The Make It Official campaign 
reports close to 15% of the 
needed signatures to get the 
measure on the November city 
ballot have been collected.  The 
deadline to collect at least 8,522 
valid signatures (must be a city 
of Cincinnati resident) on formal 
petitions is July 15, 2011. 
   Campaign supporters will can-
vass designated Reds home base-
ball games and various citywide 
events like the Flying Pig Mara-
thon and conduct grass roots pe-
tition signing to reach the cam-
paign’s goal to collect 15,000 
signatures.  For a lesson in local 
politics, some area high schools 

have pledged to get students in-
volved.  Once on the November 
ballot, it will be up to the voters 
to “Make It Official” by passing 
the measure at the city’s voting 
polls in November.                             
   From all accounts, no one is 
aware of another city that offi-
cially recognizes Opening Day in 
their city as a holiday.  If the 
measure garners enough votes at 
the polls in November, Reds 
Opening Day will become the 
first.  It’s only fitting that the 
home of the first professional 
baseball team is also the first to 
recognize Opening Day as an of-
ficial city holiday. 
   So, the push is on! Batter…
make that petition signers lineup 
to get this on the November bal-
lot. And to complete “Make It 
Official” and score a run, remem-
ber once on the ballot to VOTE!! 
   Said Schuster, “Here’s to 2011 
being the last unofficial Opening 
Day in Cincinnati!” 
 

For more information, request a petition, 
volunteer, or get involved, visit 
www.msaarch.com/makeitofficial.   
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Councilman Wendell Young  (left) and a Reds fan (right) signing the petition along 
the Reds Opening Day 2011 parade route to Make It Official. 


