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LENDING A HELPING HAND, SPREADING HOPE
BY BRENDA C. MCCASKILL (BRENDA@ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.COM)
PHOTOS BY M25M

A recent unprecedented, historical flood event, triggered by torrential rainfall, inundated South
Carolina in October 2015 for several days. Across the state, property damaged, lives lost, people
displaced, and daily life interrupted, was the fallout of the
catastrophic flood.
"We haven't seen this level of
rain in the Lowcountry in 1,000
years," said South Carolina Gov.
Nikki Haley in a news briefing.
“That’s how big this is.”
The 2 feet of rainfall that fell
October 4th covered parts of South
Carolina, hundreds needed to be
rescued, thousands were reported
without power, numerous roads
and bridges washed out or under
water, and the flooding threatened
the drinking water supply for tens
of thousands.
Matthew 25: Ministries
(M25M), a Cincinnati based international humanitarian and disaster
relief organization top-ranked
among over 2,000 4-star charities
by Charity Navigator and has
been ranked by Forbes.com as
one of the most efficient large US
charities, was quick to respond to

M25M delivered two truckloads of aid weighing more than 65,000
pounds of personal care and cleaning kits, first aid and safety supplies,
paper towels, toilet paper, facial tissues, tarps, water, food, diapers and
laundry detergent to distribute during South Carolina flood relief.
(Photo courtesy M25M)

the relief need. Working in conjunction with local South Carolina, responsible organizations which have
a better understanding of the affected area’s needs, a M25M disaster
response team of 25 personnel and 2
truckloads of aid, both departing on
October 9th, travelled 1,200 miles
roundtrip from Cincinnati to the
flood ravaged areas in South Carolina to dispense aid and hope.

“That’s what we’ve been
called to do.” Tim Mettey, Matthew 25: Ministries CEO tells
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.
“The hope that we are bringing
to them is a remarkable thing.”
Yes, M25M’s work is truly
remarkable, a well run operation, and very much needed.
The Matthew 25: Ministries’
advance team, with Matthew
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HELPING HAND, SPREADING HOPE (CONT’D)

M25M distributed disaster relief items from a central location where those in the affected South Carolina communities could come and gather what they needed.
(Photo courtesy M25M)
er

25’s complement of specialized
Disaster Response vehicles, including the Tide Loads of Hope
mobile unit, P&G Comforts of
Home and Cintas First Aid and
Safety co-branded box trucks,
were loaded with relief supplies
including P&G personal care and
cleaning kits, paper products,
tarps, first aid and safety supplies
to distribute to those in need.
Assisting as many flood victims as possible in the affected
areas, the M25M advance team
traveled street-to-street through
the flooded communities passing
out personal care and cleaning
supplies, laundry detergent,

tarps, paper products, first aid and
safety supplies. In addition, the
team also distributed these items
from a central location where those
in the community could come and
gather what they needed.
“Even those who have been completely devastated by the event will
ask us to give supplies to someone
else who needs it more.” Ben Williams, Director of Disaster Relief at
M25M and a member of the M25M
disaster relief advance team, shared
with AboutGreaterCincinnati.com
in an email. “The feeling is that
everyone is looking out for someone else’s needs before their own.”
During the 7 day trip, the M25M
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team distributed relief products
and provided laundry services
in several locations including
Lake Katherine in Columbia,
the areas surrounding Glenhaven and Edmond in Southeast Columbia, and Landmark
Square in Southeast Columbia
and North Charleston.
In total, the M25M Disaster
Response team completed
more than 300 loads of laundry, and distributed approximately 700 cases of laundry
detergent pods, 880 personal
care kits, 450 cleaning kits,
120 first aid kits, 900 rolls of
toilet paper, 1,100 rolls of pa-
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Assisting as many South
Carolina flood victims as
possible in the affected areas, the M25M advance
team traveled street-tostreet through the flooded
communities passing out
personal care and cleaning
supplies, laundry detergent, tarps, paper products,
first aid and safety supplies.
(Photo courtesy M25M)

per towels, 45 cases of diapers,
150 containers of wipes, and 40
tarps. Two truckloads delivered
more than 65,000 pounds of aid
of personal care and cleaning
kits, first aid and safety supplies,
paper towels, toilet paper, facial
tissues, tarps, water, food, diapers and laundry detergent with a
fair market value of approximately $155,000.
“These individuals affected by
the floods lost so much but are
still able to keep a positive attitude and a loving heart.” shared
Williams. “This is a very encouraging thing to see in the
midst of such destruction and
loss.”
M25M has seen devastation
firsthand and delivered much
needed aid in response to domes-

tic and international disaster relief
efforts since 1991.
For this year as of September 30,
2015, Matthew 25 has shipped 601
truckloads of humanitarian aid of
which 23 truckloads was for disaster relief. In total, aid weighing
11,760,604 pounds and valued at
$119,616,869 has helped over
15,000,000 people in domestic and
international disasters including the
California Wildfires, Illinois and
Oklahoma tornadoes, Texas flooding and tornado, Syrian Refugee
Crisis and the Nepal earthquake.
Matthew 25 also continues to work
with partners on long-term recovery
and rebuilding in locations including the Philippines, Nepal, and now
South Carolina.
“Everything we do is so needed.”
shared Tim Mettey. “The hope that
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we are able to bring along with
us really makes a profound impact …”
You can help M25M, a federally recognized 501(c)(3) not
-for-profit organization, continue their humanitarian and
disaster relief impacts to help
those in need with a “helping
hand” not a “handout”. Donating goods, providing financial
support, and/or volunteering at
the M25M Blue Ash facility
are just some of the ways you
can help fulfill M25M’s mission. More than 99% of Matthew 25: Ministries’ cash and
in-kind donations go toward
programs. All designated funds
are used for the purpose intended.
Learn more and how you can
help at www.m25m.org.
“Our bottom line is that we
want people to help other people.” shared Mettey. “We are
all working together …”
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