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tance of me and my shortcomings” 
said Larkin, age 48, speaking in both 
English and Spanish as he gave a 
litany of thanks as well as a walk 
down memory lane during his induc-
tion speech.  
   Larkin, an ESPN baseball analyst, 
is the only member of the Cincinnati 
Reds born/raised in Cincinnati to 
play his entire career with the Reds 
and be inducted into the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame.   
   “One of the most accomplished 
shortstops ever to play the game and 
2008 Reds Hall of Fame inductee, 
Barry was a shoe-in for induction 
into the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame.” Rick Walls, Executive Direc-
tor of the Reds Hall of Fame and 
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induction weekend’s festivities, 
Larkin’s Hall of Fame plaque now 
hangs among the 297 baseball 
greats immortalized in The Hall.    
   With this honor, Larkin is a 
rookie yet again.  But, he doesn’t 
mind!  The 10th in the Cincinnati 
Reds franchise inducted into The 
Hall, Larkin joins Cincinnati Reds 
greats: Johnny Bench (catcher), 
Ernie Lombardi (catcher), Bill 
McKechnie (manager), Bid McPhee 
(2nd baseman with the Cincinnati Red 

Stockings), Joe Morgan (2nd baseman), 
Tony Perez (1st baseman), Eppa 
Rixey (pitcher), Frank Robinson 
(right fielder), and Edd Roush (center 

fielder).  He’s in good company. 
  “I humbly appreciate your accep-

   His name has been added to the roll 
of professional baseball’s elite. 
   For Barry Larkin, born and raised in 
Cincinnati, graduate of Moeller High 
School, former star Cincinnati Reds 
shortstop, member of the Cincinnati 
Reds team that went wire to wire and 
won the World Series in 1990, and 
Cincinnati Reds Captain and 1995 
National League MVP, the ultimate 
validation of his great baseball career 
came when he was inducted in July 
2012 into the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. 
   “…this is un-stinking believable.” 
said Larkin at his induction to a crowd 
cheering him on. “Unbelievable.” 
   Well Barry, you, your family and 
friends who traveled to Cooperstown, 
along with the estimated 18,000 thou-
sand fans painting Cooperstown 
“Cincinnati Reds red” and “Chicago 
Cubs blue”, and the countless watch-
ing on television and following along 
in the media, believe it.  To borrow a 
line from Cecil B. DeMille's epic film 
The Ten Commandments, “So let it be 
written.  So let it be done.”  So it is! 
   Larkin, who led on the field and off, 
and Ron Santo, the deceased former 
third baseman of the Chicago Cubs 
and broadcaster, were formally in-
ducted into the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame - professional baseball’s 
highest honor - on July 22, 2012.  
With 44 Hall of Famers a part of the 

Barry Larkin who played shortstop 
for the Cincinnati Reds was en‐
shrined into the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame in  Cooperstown, NY 
on July 22, 2012.              

                  Photo:  The Cincinnati Reds 
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Museum, shares in an email with  
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com. “ It 
was just a matter of time.” 
   And, third time was the charm!  
After two attempts, Larkin got the 
nod earlier this year to join the greats 
in The Hall.  He received 86 percent 
(needed 75 percent) of the votes 
from the Baseball Writers’ Associa-
tion of America to get in The Hall.   
   “You know, every player wants to 
be successful...every player wants to 
feel appreciated and looks for valida-
tion,” Larkin said at his induction. 
“Well, my inclusion in the Hall of 
Fame is the ultimate validation and I 
want to thank you all for helping me 
along the way.” 
   Enthusiastic Larkin fans from all 
over including bus loads from Cin-
cinnati joined him in Cooperstown 
for his enshrinement into The Hall 
and celebrated his baseball career:  
19-year career with the Reds (the 

only team he played with), a .295 
career average, 2,340 hits, 1,329 
runs scored, 379 stolen bases, three-
time Gold Glove winner, and 12-
time MLB All Star.    
   Larkin joins an elite fraternity of 
baseball icons in Cooperstown 
which also includes legends like 
Babe Ruth, Jackie Robinson, Ernie 
Banks, Joe DiMaggio, Sparky 
Anderson, and Hank Aaron. 
   Missed Cooperstown?  Don’t fret.  
The Reds are paying homage to 
Cincinnati’s own too.   
   To celebrate his Cooperstown in-
duction, the Reds Hall of Fame and 
Museum is currently exhibiting a 
tribute to Larkin, who is regarded 
one of the greatest players in Cin-
cinnati Reds history.  A special ex-
hibit - “A Celebration of a Coopers-
town Career” - is on display and 
captures Larkin’s journey from the 
“sandlots of Cincinnati to the hal-

lowed halls of The National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum”.  The ex-
hibit includes over 50 personal arti-
facts from Barry’s days in Cincinnati 
as well as video highlights from his 
career and runs through the end of 
2012 at the Reds Hall of Fame and 
Museum in downtown Cincinnati .   
   In addition, a Reds tribute to Larkin 
includes a giveaway at a baseball 
game at Great American Ballpark.  
On August 18th when the Reds take on 
the Chicago Cubs, the first 20,000 
fans at the game will receive a cap 
commemorating the Captain’s 1995 
MVP season. 
   Later this year, Barry will be back 
in Cincinnati to celebrate his Hall of 
Fame recognition with the fans.  So, 
stay tuned.  More to come. 
   A big deal and a long time coming, 
Larkin takes his place in The Hall 
among the greats.  Way to go Barry! 
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LARKIN JOINS THE GREATS IN THE HALL (CONT’D) 

  Barry Larkin who played his entire 19‐year baseball career with the Cincinnati Reds, retired in 2004 with 
a .295 career average, 2,340 hits, 1,329 runs scored, and 379 stolen bases.           Photos:  The Cincinnati Reds 


