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   For Cherokee Elementary second 
grade teacher Jenny Burchell, ser-
vice learning has always been an 
integral part of her classroom.  
   Being a class means being a family 
and with that classification comes a 
commitment to positivity, mutual 
respect and understanding.  But this 
school year, she discovered a way to 
bring it to a new level.   
   “We work really hard to create a 
sense of community in our class-
room,” Burchell said.  “I wondered 
what I could do to make that picture 
even bigger for my students.” 
   The answer to her question started 
with a loom and a non-profit called 
“Clothed with Love,” which donates 
clothes and toys to needy families in 
Butler County.  Burchell tasked her 
students with knitting one hat for the 
non-profit, making the project part 
of her economics lesson on needs 
versus wants (a second grade learn-
ing standard).  
   What Burchell got was six com-
pleted hats and several students who 
put a loom at the top of their Christ-
mas lists.  They wanted to continue 
the project at home.  “They were so 
proud of themselves,” said Burchell, 
who reminded herself repeatedly that 
this was their project.   
   Even when a hat came out with a 
hole in it, she let them fix, rather 
than doing it herself.  “It’s so much 
more powerful than doing a work-

sheet,” Burchell said. “Those kids 
really got it and they’ll remember 
it for a long time.” 
   Burchell took the same approach 
with her next lesson on producers 
and consumers, this time bringing 
it to the international level.  She 
taught her students about cultures 
that use livestock’s life sustaining 
products to earn an income.   
   Together, they committed to 
raise $120, enough to purchase a 
goat for a family via the Heifer 
Project International.  Students 
proudly brought in spare change 
they’d earned around the house, all 
adding up to $180 – enough to 
purchase a goat and a flock of 
chicks, ducks and geese, too.   
   Combining lessons in service 
with a rigorous curriculum didn’t 
come without extra time, planning 

and effort, but for Burchell, it 
achieved much more than she in-
tended.    
   “Teachers are feeling over-
whelmed because everything is so 
new,” said Burchell, noting the 
state’s new and even more rigor-
ous learning standards.  “There’s a 
way to work service into almost 
everything we do, but it’s not easy. 
You have to witness the direct im-
pact to see that it’s really worth 
it.”   
   According to Burchell, it’s a les-
son she’ll repeat for years and 
years to come.  
 
 
Reprinted with permission from Lakota 
Local Schools newsletter Inside Your 
Schools, Spring 2014 edition: The Chang-
ing Face of Education.  


