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as alive today as when it occurred. It will 

capture your spirit and break your heart. 

It is raw, life-affirming and beautiful and 

celebrates the possibility of healing the 

wounds that are tearing the world apart. 

Read it and know once again the signifi-

cance of roots, identity and family, and 

the power of giving back.” 

   Jordan-Grizzard - a native Cincinnat-

ian, current and first woman Chief Oper-

ating Officer for Beech Acres Parenting 

Center, a 2010 YWCA Career Women 

of Achievement honoree, and active vol-

unteer in the Cincinnati community - 

listened to her inner voice and followed 

her dream to pen this historical work of 

fiction.   Meet the author and learn more 

about Free Soil at the book launch and 

book signing at Joseph-Beth Booksellers 

(2692 Madison Road, Cincinnati OH 

45208) on August 17, 2010 at 7p.m.   

Jordan-Grizzard will discuss some of her 

experiences in Liberia, the motivation 

behind writing the book, as well as read-

passages from the book.   Said Jordan-

Grizzard, “I hope the characters and 

their lives remind us again of our oppor-

tunity to make a difference in another’s 

life, to even see those who are on the 

margin, and make them visible.” 

   Will there be another book in the fu-

ture?  Yes!  Jordan-Grizzard shares with 

AboutGreaterCincinnati.com that her 

next book will be about women and their 

dreams.  She is looking for women to 

interview for her next book and asks 

those interested to email her.  

   To learn more about Free Soil, read an 

excerpt, purchase, or learn how the au-

thor can participate in your book club 

review of Free Soil via Skype, visit the 

website www.thembispeaks.com or 

email diane@thembispeaks.com. 

   It’s not every day that one becomes 

an author with your first novel avail-

able in bookstores like Joseph-Beth 

Booksellers, Barnes and Noble, online 

at amazon.com, and available as an 

eBook on Kindle.  But, when you fol-

low your dreams…your heart…your 

calling, anything is possible.   Just ask 

Diane Jordan-Grizzard –mother, wife, 

career woman, motivator, and now first 

time author.    

   It’s been twenty years in the making 

and now Free Soil, Jordan-Grizzard’s 

first book, is reality.  “We have many 

excuses and rationales for putting 

something aside.  If it is your calling, 

the passion and determination to see it 

come to fruition will keep you fueled.” 

Jordan-Grizzard shares in an interview 

with AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.   

“The call on my heart to write about 

my experiences occurred while living 

in Liberia...I thank God for the courage 

and drive to see this dream come true.  

My prayer is that it touches someone. “  

   Free Soil, a historical fiction novel, 

was borne from Jordan-Grizzard’s ex-

periences living in Liberia from 1979-

1984 and desire to tell this story with 

integrity and wisdom.  Through the 

eyes of Zenobia, the heroine in Free 

Soil, Jordan-Grizzard explores the 

haunting, gripping, and complex his-

tory of Liberia.  Free Soil, published by 

Tate Publishing & Enterprise, describes 

the journey of free blacks from Amer-

ica in the early 1800’s to their settle-

ment in Liberia and the cause and effect 

relationship that influenced the 1980 

coup d'état.  Because of its timeline—

1800’s Charleston, S.C. to 1978 Ohio 

and 1981 Liberia—Free Soil examines 

a broad swath of African and African-

American diasporas politics,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

education, economy, identity, class, 

and culture.  Said Jordan-Grizzard, 

“My intent is to tell a story that 

highlights the underside of layered  

and historical class division and 

oppression, and to dramatize it with 

integrity.   My hope lies in the pos-

sibility of the human spirit to heal, 

reconcile, and bring stability to this 

beautiful land, its people, and to 

future generations.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Peter Block, author of Commu-

nity: The Structure of Belonging, 

says about Free Soil – “This novel 

tells an unforgettable drama that is 
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Got a story idea?   Send an email to 

Brenda@aboutgreatercincinnati.com. 

Free Soil, a historical fiction novel 

Diane Jordan-Grizzard, author 


