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Deck.  Featuring a covered tree-
house that reaches out into the gi-
raffe yard, Giraffe Deck now al-
lows visitors to get closer than 
ever to the Zoo’s tallest residents.  
In addition, there is a new Circle 
of Love animal encounter area 
where guests can meet unique Af-
rican animals, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. daily, and a lush, new Afri-
can cheetah exhibit which features 
quiet grasslands, a waterfall, and a 
rippling creek.   
   Also new and located next to the 
ever popular and guest favorite 
cheetah exhibit, guests can dine at 
Base Camp Café – the Zoo’s new 
African themed dining facility and 
the greenest restaurant in the 
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experience their own African sa-
fari – one that they can enjoy in 
the near future and remember for a 
lifetime.” 
   Phase III of the Zoo’s newest 
exhibit allows visitors to come 
face to face with the Zoo’s two 
new African lions – John and 
Imani.  Guests can view them 
closeup through a 12-foot-tall 
glass wall in their new 11,200 
square-foot exhibit.   How close?  
Close enough to count the whisk-
ers on the face of the "king of the 
jungle!" 
   Visitors can also see the Zoo’s 
family of Maasai giraffe – Tessa, 
Kimba, and their daughter Lulu, 
from the newly expanded Giraffe 

   While taking a safari on the actual 
continent of Africa may be thou-
sands of miles away from southwest 
Ohio, you can be transported to ex-
perience the spirit of Africa without 
leaving Greater Cincinnati. 
   The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical 
Garden’s newest exhibit – AFRICA, 
the largest and most ambitious wild-
life exhibit in the Zoo’s history, 
opened phase III of the exhibit to the 
public June 29th.  The exhibit offers 
open-air, dramatic views of some of 
Africa's most powerful predators - 
lions and cheetahs.   
   “Because most people don’t get 
the opportunity to visit Africa, tak-
ing in the natural beauty of its land-
scape and wildlife,”  said Thane 
Maynard, Executive Director of the 
Cincinnati Zoo, “the Zoo has de-
cided to bring Africa to you.”  
   When you visit the Zoo’s newest 
exhibit, which is being implemented 
in five phases, Africa comes alive as 
you journey through the breath-
taking beauty of the Zoo’s open-
vista exhibit, featuring some of the 
country’s most beautiful animals 
including the majestic African lion, 
the amazing African cheetah, and 
the graceful Maasai giraffe.   
   “We want them [zoo guests] to 

Phase III of the Zoo’s newest exhibit, AFRICA, allows visitors to come 
face to face with the Zoo’s two new African lions – John (far left) and 
Imani (far right) in their 11,200 square foot exhibit (center) that 
opened to the public June 29th.                   
                                                                       Photos | Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden       
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country.  Featuring more indoor 
dining space and a new, largely 
expanded outside deck overlook-
ing the African savannah, Base 
Camp Café features fresh pro-
duce that will be used daily in the 
restaurant, local food sold and 
served daily, and composting of 
nearly all of the restaurants 
waste.   
   While in AFRICA, Zoo visitors 
will have an opportunity to help 
one of the Zoo’s conservation 
mission’s in Africa.  Beaded 
bracelets, made by the Olkirama-
tian Women’s Group, which 
manages the Lale enok Resource 
Center in the South Rift of 
Kenya, will be sold in the AF-
RICA exhibit.  The bracelets, a 
tangible cultural icon of the 
Maasai people, serve as a means 
to maintaining healthy livelihood.    
In addition to housing lion con-
servation research teams that 

track and follow the resident lion 
prides using GPS collars pro-
vided by the Zoo, the Lale enok 
Resource Center provides the 
community with important infor-
mation including good places to 
graze cattle, recent lion activity, 
and water sources.  
   The Resource Center focuses 
on improving human health and 
livelihoods while also helping 
protect wildlife.  The Women’s 
Group not only uses money from 
the sale of bracelets to support 
the Resource Center (and hence 
lion research), but also to support 
tuition for Maasai girls at local 
schools.   
   AFRICA, the Zoo’s exhibit, is 
a work in progress.  Phases I & II 
of AFRICA, the first of five 
phases, was completed in 2010 
and included an expanded yard 
for the Maasai giraffe, a new 
greater flamingo exhibit, and a 

new and improved Cheetah En-
counter where guests witness chee-
tahs doing what they do best – run-
ning!   
   Needing roughly $12 million to 
reach the $32 million capital cam-
paign funding goal to complete the 
entire project, Phases IV and V of 
the project will bring Zebras, ga-
zelles, Nile crocodiles, and some of 
Africa’s most beautiful birds to the 
savannah portion of the exhibit.   
   The Zoo will finish Phase V with 
a much anticipated hippo exhibit – 
one of the most remarkable and 
fearsome creatures in all of Africa.  
The hippo area will give visitors a 
dramatic experience by providing 
both above and below water view-
ing! 
    “Our hope is for Zoo visitors to 
leave here feeling connected with 
Africa and feeling inspired to help 
save wildlife in wild places.” said 
Maynard.   
   AFRICA is free with regular Zoo 
admission: $15/adults, $10/children 
(2-12), children under 2 are free. 
Additional parking fees are added. 
Zoo summer hours are 9 a.m. – 6 
p.m. from May 26 – September 3.    
   For more information or to do-
nate, visit www.cincinnatizoo.org.  
You can also download the Zoo’s 
Mobile App for mobile devices.  
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Phase III of the 
AFRICA exhibit 
includes an ex‐
panded Base 
Camp Café – the 
Zoo’s new Afri‐
can themed din‐
ing facility over‐
looking the Afri‐
can savannah 
and the greenest 
restaurant in the 
country. 
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