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   The Marge and Charles J. Schott 

Foundation gave a $250,000 gift to 

endow a scholarship fund at Cincin-

nati State designed to benefit low-

income students. 

   “Many of our students face multi-

ple challenges that go beyond aca-

demics, and financial need is at the 

top of the list,” said Mark Walton, 

chair of the Cincinnati State Board of 

Trustees. “We’re incredibly grateful 

to the Schott Foundation for honor-

ing Mrs. Schott’s devotion to educa-

tion through this gift that will change 

lives.” 

   A ceremonial check was presented 

to college leaders by representatives 

of the Cincinnati State Foundation 

Board during a recent Board of Trus-

tees meeting.  Scholarships from the 

Marge Schott Scholars Fund will be 

awarded to students at Cincinnati 

State who demonstrate financial 

need, have selected a career path, 

and have achieved impressive aca-

demic progress during their first or 

second semester. 

   One of the college’s major goals is 

to help more promising, low-income 

students stay in college and earn a 

certificate or degree, regardless of 

where they started academically 

when they enrolled. 

   “One of our goals as a Foundation 

is to bridge the gap between helping 

students, ” said Mike Haunert, presi-

dent of Sysco Cincinnati and recently 

re-elected chairman of the Cincinnati 

State Foundation, which is in its third 

consecutive year of record fundraising, 

“and meeting our community’s work-

force development needs. We’re seeing 

momentum and this gift will be a major 

boost.” 

   The need is great. According to a 

study by Georgetown University, by the 

year 2020 an estimated 65 percent of all 

jobs in the U.S. — especially jobs that 

pay a living wage — will require some 

level of college education.  It is a trend 

that will only increase, the study said, 

and one that has left employers unable 

to fill jobs because they cannot find 

workers with the necessary college-

level technical and workplace skills. 

   “Money is too often a barrier to  

academic achievement for such 

students,” said Dr. Monica Posey, 

interim president of Cincinnati 

State, which offers more than 130 

associate degree and certificate 

programs and a nationally recog-

nized cooperative education pro-

gram, and custom training through 

its Workforce Development Cen-

ter. 

   “Thanks to the Marge and 

Charles J. Schott Foundation,” said 

Posey, “we will have more re-

sources to be the educational and 

workforce partner for the region.” 
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Pictured above, left to right, are Major Gifts Director Joseph Sanman, Interim 
President Monica Posey, Foundation Board Chair Mike Haunert, Cincinnati 
State Trustee Chair Mark Walton, and Chief of Development Elliott Ruther. 
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