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   The Cincinnati Museum Center 
(CMC) located in Union Terminal, 
an historic Art Deco train station 
and National Historic Landmark, is 
a regional gem and major regional 
economic driver.  The award-
winning, one-of-a-kind, multi-
museum complex was recently re-
ported by the Economics Center at 
the University of Cincinnati to 
have over a $114 million regional 
impact in 2013. 
   "Cincinnati Museum Center con-
tributes to Cincinnatians' quality of 
life through its exhibits and pro-
grams," said Jeff Rexhausen, Sen-
ior Research Associate of the Eco-
nomics Center and study director. 
"It also enhances the region's qual-
ity of living through the prosperity 
generated by its sizable economic 
impact. This combination makes it 
a highly valuable regional asset." 
   Over one million visitors experi-
enced first-rate exhibits and stellar 
programs offered at the CMC mu-
seums: Cincinnati History Mu-
seum, Duke Energy Children's 
Museum, the Museum of Natural 
History & Science, the Robert D. 
Lindner Family OMNIMAX Thea-
ter, the Cincinnati Historical Soci-
ety Library, and the National Un-
derground Railroad Freedom Cen-

 

Union Terminal is home to the Cincinnati Museum Center, an award‐

winning, one‐of‐a‐kind, multi‐museum complex and major regional 

economic driver.                                                  (Photo Credit | Cincinnati Museum Center) 
 

 

ter, which joined the CMC corpo-
rate structure in 2012. 
   In the report, Santa Ono, PhD, 
President of the University of 
Cincinnati, acknowledged Cincin-
nati Museum Center's unique role 
in the region. "This is a collection 
of museums that few cities have," 
Ono said. "It is invaluable to our 
community." 
   Key findings in the Quality of 
Life, Quality of Living:  Eco-
nomic & Community Benefits of 

Cincinnati Museum Center (June 
2014) report which covered its’ 
fiscal year 2013: 
Hosted 1,364,000 visitors, 38% 

from outside the Cincinnati re-
gion, 

Generated $25 million in tour-
ist spending at local businesses, 

Produced $1.9 million in tax 
revenue for local governments, 

Accounted for 1,278 local jobs 
with over $40 million in wages 
and benefits, 
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Had an economic impact – 
from their spending and con-
tracted services along with 
spending by visitors from out-
side the area – of $114 million. 

   “These assets that we some-
times take for granted are some-
thing other cities can't remotely 
match," said   Dan Lincoln, 
President of the Cincinnati USA 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
   Combined, the Cincinnati Mu-
seum Center, the largest cultural 
institution in the city of Cincin-
nati, and the National Under-
ground Railroad Freedom Cen-
ter, the youngest in the collection 
of CMC museums,  are not only 
a major economic driver, but 

also a unique regional, educa-
tional, and cultural asset.  
   Exposing visitors  to new ideas 
and motivating them to become 
active learners, in 2013, world-
renown exhibits like the Dead 
Sea Scrolls; free admission pro-
grams, which let over 75,000 
people visit the museums with-
out charge; Youth Programs, 
which provided unique opportu-
nities to high school students 
throughout the region from all 
socio-economic backgrounds,  
and other programming  contrib-
uted to the community benefits.  
   The study also reported that the 
National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center was a differenti-
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The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, which joined 

CMC’s corporate structure in 2012, is a differentiator in attracting 

conventions and events resulting in an $8 million per year conven‐

tion impact.                                                            (Photo | Mark Bealer Photography) 

ator and instrumental in attracting 
groups of meeting planners, leading 
to additional conventions and an $8 
million per year convention impact.  
As a result, future conventions and 
events set to be hosted in Cincinnati 
include The National Urban League 
(2014), and the Major League Base-
ball All Star Game (2015). 
   “Through their engagement with 
people of all ages,” said Kathy Mer-
chant, CEO The Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation who is cited in the re-
port, “the Freedom Center and Cin-
cinnati Museum Center make Cin-
cinnati a better place to live.” 
 

The Economics Center at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati compiled the 
economic impact study of Cincin-
nati Museum Center by utilizing 
revenue, expenditure and atten-
dance information for the 2013 fis-
cal year and an economic model 
(RIMS II) developed by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce. Click 
https://www.economicscenter.org/
media/526750/museum-center-
impact-2014_spreads.pdf to view 
the full 7 page report. 


