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ever! (More about the 2012 World 

Games in an October 2011 article 

posted on AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.) 
     And now Payne’s “realist with a 

twist” style will capture the essence 

of  the two week music celebration. 

    Chris Fox Payne, most commonly 

known as C.F. Payne, is an illustra-

tor, a talented and world-renowned 

artist.  A graduate of Wyoming High 

School, he is a 1976 graduate of Mi-

ami University in Ohio with a BFA. 

He began his freelance illustrator 

career in 1980.  He is co-chair of the 

Illustration Department at Columbus 

College of Art and Design 
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C. F. Payne designed “The Singing Mural” (pictured above)  which is painted on 
the south facing exterior wall of the CET building in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Now, 
Payne will create the official poster for the 2012 World Choir Games. 
                                                                                                                                                                                       Photo:   David A. McCaskill 
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vibrancy and diversity that the 

World Choir Games will undoubt-

edly bring to Cincinnati.” 

    “The more I learned about this 

once-in-a-lifetime event, the more 

I realized how important it’s going 

to be for the city and the region,” 

said Payne. 

    The 2012 World Choir Games - 

the 7th World Choir Games and 

being held in the United States for 

the first time - is expected to bring 

20,000 participants and tens of 

thousands of visitors from more 

than 70 countries to Cincinnati.  

This event will be Cincinnati’s 

largest international arts event 

     He is a world-renowned artist-

illustrator whose work you won’t 

forget because of his distinctive 

style. 

    You may have seen his artistic 

work on a cover of Mad, the iconic 

and influential magazine that had an 

impact on the cultural landscape of 

the 20th century. 

    Or, maybe you’ve seen his artistic 

talent gracing the covers of well 

known publications including Time 

Magazine, Readers Digest, Sports 

Illustrated, The New York Times 

Book Review and Sunday Magazine, 

and U.S. News and World Report.   

    If you’ve recently driven by CET, 

the oldest public broadcasting station 

in the United States and located in 

Cincinnati (OH), you’ve seen his 

artistic design painted in a mural on 

an exterior wall of the building. 

    Now, Cincinnati native, C.F. 

Payne, known as a “realist with a 

twist”, sets his sights on capturing 

the essence of the “Olympics of cho-

ral music”.  Payne will create the 

official poster for the 2012 World 

Choir Games, the largest interna-

tional choral competition in the 

world, which takes place in Cincin-

nati (OH) July 4–14, 2012.   Said 

Payne, “It’s going to be a lot of fun 

to take on this project and capture the 
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(Columbus, OH) where he teaches 

twice a week.   

   “I love what I do…”, Payne tells 

AboutGreaterCincinnati.com. The 

artist-illustrator works hard at what  

he does and has had his illustrations 

and artwork featured nationally and 

internationally over four decades.  

    Commissioned to paint politicians, 

authors and entertainers, he has illus-

trated children’s books including 

Earnest Thayer’s baseball classic 

“Casey at the Bat,” Steve Martin’s 

“Late for School”, “The Remarkable 

Farkle McBride” and “Micawber” 

both written by John Lithgow,  and 

Ogden Nash’s “Line Up for Yesterday: 

An ABC of Baseball Immortals.”  

    Payne, an award-winning illustra-

tor, has an extensive portfolio of 

work which has exhibited at venues 

such as The National Portrait Gallery 

and The Norman Rockwell Museum. 

Locally, his work has been seen at 

Playhouse in the Park, the Reds 

Hall of Fame and Museum and the 

Cincinnati Art Museum.  

    If you remember back in 1994 

when a first-class U. S. postage 

stamp was .29 cents, you probably 

remember the Popular Singers se-

ries of postage stamps issued by 

the United States Postal Service.  

Guess who designed the Popular 

Singers series stamps featuring 

Bing Crosby, Ethel Merman, Ethel 

Waters, Nat King Cole, and Al 

Jolson?  C. F. Payne. 

    His most recent Cincinnati 

work, “The Singing Mural”, an 

ArtWorks’ mural project, can be 

seen on the south facing exterior 

wall of the CET building on Cen-

tral Parkway. “The Singing Mu-

ral”, designed by Payne, features 

popular figures from Cincinnati, 

public television, the entertainment 

world, and the performing arts sing-

ing together.  Notable faces in “The 

Singing Mural” include Beverly 

Sills, Leontyne Price, Cab Calloway 

as well as Grover and Mr. Redlegs.     

    What’s the design for the official 

poster of the 2012 World Choir 

Games?  For sure, it will have 

Payne’s distinctive style.  Look for 

Payne’s realistic twist capturing the 

essence of expression, spirit, person-

ality, and emotion of the subject at 

hand.  The 2012 World Choir Games 

poster’s unveiling is early next year. 

   “These posters will be tangible evi-

dence of the legacy created by the 

2012 World Choir Games” said Dan 

Lincoln, director of the 2012 World 

Choir Games Cincinnati Organizing 

Committee and President & CEO of 

the Cincinnati USA Convention & 

Visitors Bureau, “and we are proud 

that such an esteemed Cincinnatian 

will be creating them.”   
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LOCAL ARTIST’S PORTFOLIO TO INCLUDE THE 2012 WORLD CHOIR GAMES (CONT’D) 

Cincinnati native C. F. Payne (pictured far left) illustrations and artwork have been featured nationally 
and internationally in various publications and venues.  Payne has done cover illustrations (pictured 
center a cover for Time Magazine) and artwork (pictured far right “Reds Clinch” commemorating the Cincinnati Reds clinch‐

ing the NL Central Division 2010) with his “realist with a twist” style.  
                                                      Photo/Graphic provided:  artist and Time cover from cfpayne.com  |  “Reds Clinch” from Reds Community Fund                                            


