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Scalp Oil, Crème Moisturizer, 
Black & Bossie with Tea Tree Oil, 
All Natural Braid & Body Oil, 
Kalawentz Bio-K, All-in-One Con-
ditioner, Black & Bossie Loc Butter 
Blend, 3-N-1 Soy Candles, 
Whipped Shea Butter, and head 
wraps from Guatemala which flatter 
locs, braids and other natural hair 
styles. Black & Bossie products, 
which are 100 percent natural and 
chemical free, are available in 
Greater Cincinnati at nine beauty 
supply stores and through 25 inde-
pendent beauticians. 
   For more information on Black & 
Bossie natural hair care products, 
http://blackandbossie.com or call 
(513) 731-6818.  
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with the distinctive black and or-
ange Black & Bossie logo in front 
of her. But behind her is a photo of 
Madame C.J. Walker; an unidenti-
fied little African American girl; 
and in the background a vintage 
19th Century ad for Garret Mor-
gan’s then innovative metal 
straightening comb. 
   Kalwentz’ Black & Bossie line 
of natural hair care products is still 
going strong. Ms. Washington’s 
son, Kelvin Washington, is now 
president of the company. The 
business continues to grow, includ-
ing expansion plans this year and 
next to Indianapolis, Lexington 
and Louisville. 
   The Black & Bossie product line, 
established in 1982 by Washing-
ton’s mother Mary Boler Washing-
ton, includes: All Natural Hair & 

   Mary Bolar Washington, founder of 
Black & Bossie natural hair care 
products, was recently honored with 
an original poster honoring her entre-
preneurial spirit in founding Kalwentz 
Naturals, the parent company for the 
popular Black & Bossie line of natu-
ral hair care products.  
   Ms. Washington, who started her 
business in her kitchen in 1982, is 
Greater Cincinnati’s only hair care 
product manufacturer and entrepre-
neur. In fact, Ms. Washington is one 
of a handful of African Americans in 
the nation, who not only invented hair 
care products, but also went on to 
manufacture them and maintain con-
trol of that part of the business.   
   “Mary Bolar Washington was a 
woman of innovation, imagination 
and hard work,” said Annie Ruth, 
when she presented the original art-
work to Ms. Washington’s daughters 
at a special celebration April 6 at the 
Black & Bossie Shop & Gallery at 
6564 Montgomery Rd. in Kennedy 
Heights. Ms. Washington’s recogni-
tion was part of Ms. Ruth’s annual 
Dada Rafiki Women of Legacy cele-
bration. 
   Ms. Ruth’s spectacular piece of 
original art includes four images, de-
picting the pioneering work of several 
Black entrepreneurs and inventors. 
Ms. Washington is in the foreground, 

 
Annie Ruth and 
descendants of 
the late Mary Bo‐
lar Washington: 
Brandy Slater 
(back);  (front left to 
right): Vanessa Sla‐
ter, Annie Ruth, 
Tamela Bolar 
(holding original art‐

work), Cassandra 
Fowler 
 


