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brightly painted and creatively de-
signed swines by local artists on 
Fountain Square, in front of the 
Aronoff,  outside the Duke Energy 
Convention Center, around The 
Banks, at the public library, inside 
hotel lobbies – basically, all over 
downtown.   
   Some have wings.  Some are be-
jeweled in mosaics and pennies.  
Some are interactive and have func-
tional pieces like a xylophone, crank, 
and gong.   Some even sport a little 
something extra like a tiara, a basket 
of flowers, or a camera!   
   No matter the design, each has a 
humorous twist on a theme, tells a 
story, and makes you smile.  It’s hog 
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ing center in the 1800’s?  Hence, 
the Big Pig Gig was born and de-
buted in Cincinnati Summer 2000.  
Twelve years later, BPG is back 
for an encore! 
   A revival of the highly success-
ful and popular Big Pig Gig 
launched by ArtWorks in 2000, the 
2012 edition is scaled down in the 
number of swines on the streets – 
100 this year compared to 425 in 
Summer 2000.  Whether 100 or 
425, the clever, artistic swine 
sculptures are ever popular with 
tourists and local residents alike. 
   Spreading humor, sharing love 
for the arts, educating, and spark-
ing conversation, you can find the 

   They’re back! 
   The large, fiber-glass pigs hogging 
the streets of downtown Cincinnati 
have returned.  It’s an encore of the 
Big Pig Gig (BPG).  And this year, the 
pigs are squealing “Do-Re-Wee”. 
   Have you seen them?  Have you 
taken “pigtures”? 
   With names like “FashSWINEista”, 
“GAGA for Cincy”, “Pig-Cussion”, 
“PorkChopper”, “Suspension Pigs”, 
“Wee Feed the World”, and “Pig Cen-
tury Modern”, folks are talking. 
    “Some of them are just purely beau-
tiful.” Tamara Harkavy, Director of 
ArtWorks, shares in a phone interview 
with AboutGreaterCincinnaticom.  
“Some of them are purely just fun.” 
   There are 100 artistic, sculptured 
swines in the Big Pig Gig:  Do-Re-
Wee.  On the streets since the Flying 
Pig Marathon and more unveiled for 
the 7th World Choir Games, the fiber-
glass oinkers, “porcine masterpieces 
celebrating Cincinnati history, world 
culture, and music”, are striking a pose 
all around downtown Cincinnati.    
   Pigs in a public art display? What’s 
that all about? 
   The idea was inspired by Cows on 
Parade, an art project of the late ‘90’s 
in Chicago.  Since the city of Cincin-
nati’s nickname is “Porkopolis”, why 
not pay homage to the city’s history of 
being the nation’s primary pork pack-

Pigs pose for a group shot before staking a spot around downtown 
Cincinnati for The Big Pig Gig: Do‐Re‐Wee.            Photo:  ArtWorks Staff 
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heaven – Cincinnati style! 
   This year’s Big Pig Gig is a part-
nership between ArtWorks, the 
founding organization and producer 
of the original Big Pig Gig, and C-
Change Class VI.   The Big Pig Gig: 
Do-Re-Wee will be around through 
September 16th.  After that, most of 
the pigs of art will take their place at 
the home of their sponsors including 
30 area schools whose students were 
involved in the project.  Some of the 

pigs of art will go to market (ok, 
auction) and fetch a price to benefit 
ArtWorks’ public arts projects be-
fore squealing “Do-Re-Wee” all the 
way to their new homes. 
   Throngs of people - locally and 
from all over the world - have seen 
these pigs of art.  Have you? If you 
haven’t seen them yet, don’t de-
spair.  There’s still time to see what 
folks are squealing about! 
   Want to go Big Pig Gig searching 

on your own?  Use a location map at 
www.artworkscincinnati.org/
BigPigGig to find them.   
   Want a BPG tour?  Put on your 
walking shoes and join a free public 
tour that stops at 15-20 pigs on Satur-
days, now through September.  Led 
by Cincinnati Art Museum docents, 
the popular tours leave from Fountain 
Square (5th and Vine, downtown) or 
ArtWorks (20 E. Central Parkway) at 
10 a.m.  Reservations are required and 
you can reserve your spot at 
www.artworkscincinnati.org/
BigPigGig/events . 
   How about showing your “pig 
pride”?  For a limited time, get your 
Big Pig Gig “swine swag” - water 
bottles, tshirts, iPhone covers, hats, 
etc. - at Macy’s Fountain Square. 
   The Big Pig Gig - uniquely Cincin-
nati - is “pig-tastic” and not to be 
missed!  Have fun taking in and pho-
tographing these fine and creative 
pigs of art because there is no guaran-
tee when (or if) the Big Pig Gig re-
turns again.    
 

ArtWorks is an award-winning, Cincinnati  
non-profit arts organization that connects 
artists of all ages with opportunities in the arts 
through apprenticeships, community partner-
ships, and public art.     
 

C-Change is a year-long leadership develop-
ment program for emerging leaders in the 
Cincinnati region, mentored by the Cincinnati 
USA Regional Chamber. 
 

For more information about the Big Pig Gig, 

visit www.artworkscincinnati.org/BigPigGig .   
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WHAT’S ALL THE SWINE ABOUT? (CONT’D) 

 “Pig‐Cussion” and “GAGA for Cincy” ham it up during the Big Pig Gig:     

  Do‐Re‐Wee.                                                          Photos:  David A. McCaskill   

  A South American band pose with “The PIG Idea” be‐
fore performing on Good Morning America during the 
World Choir Games.             Photo:  Baiann Adel AlDulijan 


