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spreading the joy and peace of sing-
ing around the world.   
    “We wouldn’t miss it!” said Ra-
chel Kramer, MUSE - Cincinnati’s 
Women’s Choir Associate Director 
and Accompanist.  MUSE – Cincin-
nati’s Women’s Choir, a 70+ mem-
ber choir that strives for a “concert 
experience that entertains, inspires, 
motivates, heals, and creates a feel-
ing of community with their audi-
ence”, is one of the 150 choirs who 
have already registered to partici-
pate/compete in the 7th World Choir 
Games.   
    With the list growing as word 
spreads about this phenomenal and 
harmonious competition making its 
USA debut, the current 150 regis-
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for the hosting honors.  The 2012 
Games, expected to bring 20,000 
participants and tens of thousands 
of visitors from more than 70 
countries to Cincinnati, has a pro-
jected economic impact of $73.5 
million on the region.   
    As stated on the INTERKUL-
TUR website, “The World Choir 
Games invites all amateur choirs of 
the world to participate.”  The 
World Choir Games, known as the 
“Olympics of choral music”, 
strives to “contribute their share to 
international understanding and 
peace among nations” through the 
universal language of music.  
While there is an element of “we 
want to win”, it’s more about sing-
ing for the love of singing and 

    Coming to America Summer 2012 
will be an event like no other.  Com-
ing to America are captivating, mes-
merizing, and melodic sounds and 
performances from 400 choirs from 
70 countries from around the world.  
Coming to America, over two weeks 
are the “Olympics of choral music”.  
Held twice in China, twice in Aus-
tria, once in Germany, and once in 
South Korea, the World Choir 
Games (WCG), the largest interna-
tional choir event, is coming to 
America - for the first time! 
    The 7th World Choir Games is 
coming to Cincinnati, Ohio, July 4-
14, 2012 and will be the biggest in-
ternational event in Cincinnati’s his-
tory!  Chosen for its “rich cultural 
and musical heritage, state of the art 
performance venues, world class at-
tractions, and passion for the fine 
arts” among other reasons, Cincin-
nati will be the “epicenter of interna-
tional arts and culture” for two 
weeks of musical celebration.   
    “Cincinnati and the United States 
are going to bring this World Choir 
Games to a level it’s never seen be-
fore.” Kim Durr, North American 
Choral Relations Representative for 
INTERKULTUR, the Germany-
based organization that produces 
elite international choral events all 
over the globe including the World 
Choir Games, shared by phone with  
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.  “I 
think it’s probably going to be un-
precedented - the excitement and the 
magnanimity of the event.” 
    Cincinnati competed against 20 
other cities from around the world 
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tered choirs from 24 countries in-
cluding choirs from 17 U.S. states 
represent 7,000 people confirmed to 
attend.  Choirs have registered from 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Croatia, Estonia, Germany, Hong 
Kong, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Israel, New Zealand, Nor-
way, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, 
South Africa, Taipei, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Ukraine, USA and Vene-
zuela.   
    Locally, there are 40 choirs from 
the Greater Cincinnati area who have 
registered for the Games!  More 
choirs – locally and from around the 
world – are expected to participate. 
    “We do not usually have so many 
choirs registered this far in advance 
of the World Choir Games.” Jelena 
Dannhauer, project manager for IN-

TERKULTUR, was quoted in a 
recent press release. “We are see-
ing a tremendous response in the 
United States...a lot of excite-
ment.”   
    As the Games countdown clock 
on Fountain Square in downtown 
Cincinnati counts down to the 
event’s festive opening ceremony 
on July 4, 2012 at US Bank Arena, 
planning and preparation is under-
way for the spotlight to shine 
brightly on Cincinnati being on the 
global stage of music performance.   
    Throughout the two weeks of 
competition, eyes from around the 
world and locally will be watching, 
ears listening, feet tapping, faces 
beaming, and hands applauding as 
choirs from around the world open 
their hearts and uplift their voices 
in peaceful, musical celebration.  
And, the event culminates with an 
elaborate closing ceremony to also 
be held at US Bank Arena.  
    The World Choir Games 2012 
will primarily take place in down-
town Cincinnati.  However, there 
will be “friendship concerts” 
where participating choirs will per-
form events free and open to the 
public at sites to be determined. 
    With unforgettable perform-
ances anticipated, a wide spectrum 
of musical performers will take 
stage as choirs perform in 23 gen-
res of music including spiritual, 
children’s choir, female choirs, 
men’s choirs, folklore, and jazz.  
Two new categories of competition 
that will debut at the 2012 games 
are show choir and barbershop.  
For the first time, gospel will be a 
separate category of competition.   
    Set to a backdrop of “singing 
together brings nations together” 

and “participation is the highest 
honor”, choirs compete on behalf of 
their nations for multiple gold, silver 
and bronze medals to be awarded in 
each of the different categories.  The 
ultimate goal is the coveted title of 
"Champions of the World Choir 
Games" to be bestowed upon the 
choir in each musical category of 
The Champions Competition that 
receives the highest voting total from 
an international panel of judges. 
    There is a lot of buzz about this 
peaceful, musical celebration and 
excitement is building.  Whirl and 
Twirl, the mascots of the World 
Choir Games 2012, have been busy 
attending events across Greater Cin-
cinnati spreading the news.  Choirs 
registered to compete are performing 
at events leading up to the Games 
giving the community a glimpse of 
what’s to come.  
    There are opportunities to engage 
and be a part of this historic event.  
Deadline for choirs to register to par-
ticipate is December 1, 2011.  Tick-
ets to be a part of the experience are 
expected to go on sale before the 
holidays.  Limited edition interna-
tional trading pins and other mer-
chandise are now available online for 
purchase.  Hundreds of volunteers 
are needed for the many positions to 
be filled to make the 2012 World 
Choirs Games run smoothly and 
those interested in volunteering can 
signup now to be a part of this 
memorable experience.   
    Want to get involved?  Visit 
www.2012worldchoirgames.com, 
sign up for the monthly e-newsletter 
Prelude, or “Like” the 2012 World 
Choir Games on Facebook, follow 
@worldchoirgames on Twitter.  
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Countdown Clock at Fountain Sq marks 
the days remaining before the peaceful, 
musical celebration begins.  
              Photo provided by World Choir Games 2012 


